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RELIGION DEPARTMENT 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Timings: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 4:45pm - 6:00pm 
Location: Room 205, Rome Hall, 801 22nd St. NW. In person, unless otherwise noted. 
Credit Hours: Three (3)  
 
Professor: Patrick M. Beldio, MFA, PhD 

E-mail: pbeldio@gwu.edu  
Phone: (202) 352-4853 
Office Location: TBD 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2-3pm and by appointment, via zoom or in person 
Academic Website: https://cua.academia.edu/PatrickBeldio 
Visual Art Website: www.reunionstudios.com 

 
Course Description  

Designed as an introduction, this course explores what Julius Lipner calls Hinduism’s 
“polycentric” nature, thus the plural “Hinduisms” in the title. I have conceived the course with three 
important centers or hṛdayas1 in mind: Hinduisms in the geographic centers of the USA and India, 
Hinduisms in the temporal centers of the past and present, and Hinduisms in the psychological 
centers of what philosophers call the human, transhuman, and posthuman, which speaks to potential 
challenges and futures of this great world religion. This study includes an introduction to the stories, 
iconography, temples, and theologies of some of these many Hinduisms through a direct study of 
Hindu art at the Smithsonian National Museum of Asian Art, an introduction to the sacred literatures 
and traditions, especially the Bhagavad Gītā, which we will read more closely, and lastly, it includes an 
ethnographic study of the cultural and religious practices of contemporary Hindu and Hindu-

 
1 Hṛdaya is a Sanskrit word related to hṛd, which means “heart.” One meaning of hṛdaya is “the heart or center 
or core or essence or best or dearest or most secret part of anything.” Our aim is to get to the secret heart of 
(the) matter. 
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influenced communities in the USA, especially in the Washington D.C. Metro area. This course builds 
a foundation for an advanced course in contemporary Hindu spiritualities that value the divine 
Mother (śakti), sustainability and transformation of the earth, and the advancement of girls and 
women in order to elevate all human beings. 

No prerequisites required.  
 

Goals for Student Learning 
At the conclusion of the course, the student will be able:  

1. to summarize in her or his own words, showing facility in critical thinking and reasoned 
analysis, key elements of Hindu religions and cultures in the contexts of the USA and India, 
the past and present, and potential futures.  

2. to see how these key elements exist broadly within a significant and persistent tension: the 
Hindu impulse to live a good life “in the world” on the one hand (that has expressed itself in 
earning a living, being a householder), and the Hindu impulse to seek salvation in liberation 
from the limits of the world on the other (which has often expressed itself in a life of 
renouncing social structures for asceticism, though not always).  

3. to understand and be able to communicate in her or his own words the ways in which 
Hinduism has developed to influence the growth of religions, societies, and cultures in the 
American context as well as in the Indian one.  

4. to become very familiar with certain broad principles about Hindu sacred texts, tradition, 
experience, and culture, but the force of their learning will be devoted to being able to 
understand those principles, and to use them in creative and respectful ways in order to 
appreciate their meaning and value for our contemporary, globalized, pluralistic context.  

5. to relate by contrast and comparison Hindu traditions to one’s own religious or non-religious 
worldview (if one is not a Hindu), or to appreciate one’s own Hindu practice and experience 
more critically (if one identifies as a Hindu or follows a path that is influenced by Hinduism). 

 
Required Texts 

• Jeffrey D. Long. 2020. Hinduism in America: A Convergence of Worlds. New York: Bloomsbury 
Academic. 

• Julius Lipner. 2010. 2nd Edition. Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices. NY: Routledge. 
• Graham Schweig. 2010. Bhagavad Gita: The Beloved Lord’s Secret Love Song. New York: Harper 

One.  
• Pravrajika Vrajaprana. 1999. Vedanta: A Simple Introduction. Hollywood, CA: Vedanta Press. 
• Additional required book chapters, articles and materials will be available on Blackboard.  

 
Recommended Texts 

• George Michell. 2000. Hindu Art and Architecture, New York: Thames & Hudson. 
• Diana L. Eck. 1998. Darśan: Seeing the Divine Image in India. New York: Columbia University 

Press. 
• Wendy Doniger. 2009. The Hindus: An Alternative History. New York: The Penguin Press. 
• Wendy Doniger (O’Flaherty). 1981. The Rig Veda: An Anthology. New York: Penguin Classics. 
• Patrick Olivelle. 1996. Upaniṣads. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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• R.K. Narayan. 2006 [1972]. The Ramayana: A Shortened Modern Prose Version of the Indian Epic. 
New York: Penguin Classics.  

• R.K. Narayan. 2013 [1978]. The Mahabharata: A Shortened Modern Prose Version of the Indian Epic. 
Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.  

• Edwin F. Bryant. 2009. The Yoga Sūtras of Patañjali. New York: North Point Press. 
• Cornelia Dimmitt and J.A.B. van Buitenen. 1978. Classical Hindu Mythology: A Reader in the 

Sanskrit Puranas. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
• Mackenzie Brown. 1998. The Devī Gītā The Song of the Goddess: A Translation, Annotation, and 

Commentary. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. 
 

Other Excellent Resources 
• Podcast on current scholarly book on Indian religious and spiritual traditions: “New Books in 

Indian Religions” with Raj Balkaran, https://newbooksnetwork.com/category/religion-
faith/hindu-studies.  

• “The Story of India,” PBS video series, 2009. (Free on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Story+of+India) 

• Podcast: “The Mahabharata with Arti Dhand,” https://www.themahabharatapodcast.com.  
• Video Series, “Asian Americans,” “A five-hour film series told through intimate personal 

stories, the series casts a new lens on US history and the ongoing role that Asian Americans 
have played,” (Free at https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/asian-americans-full-film-
video-gallery/asian-americans/)  

 
Course Assignments 

Students are required to carefully read the various course books along with the articles and 
additional videos and audio recordings as indicated in the class schedule and course outline. The 
content of these materials and of the course topics will be assessed throughout the semester in various 
ways:  

(1) Take Home Exam on an object currently on display in the Smithsonian Asian Art Museum. 
This requires a physical visit, Covid permitting. The prompt will be handed out on January 
18th. The assignment to be turned in on March 1st. 

(2) Ethnography of a Local Hindu/Hindu-influenced Site (In Person or Digital, Covid 
permitting): a small group assignment that is both a wiki creation in Blackboard and a 
presentation to the class. The prompt will be handed out on January 27th. The wiki assignment 
to be turned in on March 24th and group presentations to take place on March 29th and 31st.  

(3) Two Tests: The first test on February 10th will cover Part I of the course, and the second will 
cover Parts II and III, which will take place on exam week, the first week of May—TBD. 

(4) Discussion Board: Each student will contribute to the Blackboard discussion boards devoted 
to the three parts of the semester syllabus. Follow the prompts. You will need to contribute at 
least three times in each part of the course for a total of at least nine (9) times over the 
semester. Lastly, each student will choose a day to lead the in-class discussion using the 
questions on the Discussion Board. Sign-ups on the first day of classes. 

(5) Class Participation: you are expected to participate in class discussion in word and/or silent 
attention, which requires reading the assigned materials for the day. While it is possible for 
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one to have a bad day, if you are consistently not engaging class discussion, your grade will 
suffer as a result. What is due for a given day is listed on the day itself. Use of computers, cell 
phones, and e-readers is encouraged as long as it is directly related to the class discussion. 
Abuse of this privilege will lead to no personal technology in class.  

 
Grading 

1. Hindu Sacred Art Take Home Exam: 15% 
 2. Ethnography of Local Hindu Site, Wiki Assignment & Presentation: 25% 
 3. First and Second Exam: 30% 

4. Class participation / discussion leading / attendance: 30% 
 
Extra Credit 

Any Extra Credit Assignment is due on Tuesday, April 28, 2022, by 11:59pm on Blackboard. 
See Blackboard for more details. 

1. Art Creation Project or Written Art Comparison  
2. Critical Book Review  
3. Blackboard Journal 
4. Movie Night with Hindu/Hindu-Influenced Films: Throughout the semester, I will host 

several optional movie nights on Zoom. Every student who attends a movie night and 
writes a 1-2-page review or response to the material will receive 1 point on the final grade, 
for a possible total of 3 (one for each movie night).  

 
Grade Scale 

94-100  A  74-76.9  C 
90-93.9  A-  70-73.9  C- 
87-89.9  B+  67-69.9  D+ 
84-86.9  B  64-66.9  D 
80-83.9  B-  60-63.9  D- 
77-79.9  C+  <60  F 

 
A, A-  A represents work that is exceptional.  

A- represents work of excellent quality that indicates a full mastery of  
      the subject for intermediate level. 

B+, B,  B+ represents work of very good quality.  
       B-  B is for work of good quality. 

B- for work whose quality is adequate. 
C+, C,  C+, C, and C- grades designate levels of poor to very poor command  
       C-  of the course material  
D+, D,  D+, D, and D- grades indicate levels of work that show a significant      
       D-  deficiency in knowledge of the material. 
F F is a failing grade representing work that deserves very little or no 

credit. 
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Class Etiquette During Covid 
Please follow the up-to-date GWU Covid protocols as they develop, which for now mainly 

involve properly wearing a mask and six feet of social distance (as much as possible!). If you feel the 
least bit ill, stay home and let me know by email. You can always join remotely if you feel up to it. I 
will also make my lecture notes, PowerPoints, and recordings of the class instruction available (as 
much as I can) on Blackboard. 

 
Expectations of Your Professor and Expectations of You 

I promise to try and be on time, to be prepared for each class, and to pay attention to you, my 
student. Please return the favor. Late work without a valid excuse will receive a 50% reduction. If you 
are having trouble, do not wait to speak with me! I want to help you learn! I will be taking attendance 
to factor in your attendance grade. Being late or not coming without a valid excuse receives a 50% or 
0%, respectively, for that day. More than four (4) unexcused absences will result in a reduction of your 
final grade by one whole letter. There are many valid excuses during this pandemic, so stay in touch 
with me. That said, please be safe and stay home if you have any doubts about your health. I will be 
very flexible about this! As mentioned above, I will make my lecture notes, PowerPoints, and 
recordings of the class instruction available (as much as I can) on Blackboard.  
 
Average amount of direct instruction or guided interaction with the instructor and average 
minimum amount of independent (out-of-class) learning expected per week: 

On-campus courses—Use the following formula to calculate the average minimum amount of 
independent learning expected per week for inclusion on the syllabus: for each credit, students are 
expected to spend a minimum of 100 minutes in independent learning for every 50 minutes of direct 
instruction for a minimum total of 2.5 hours per week or 37.5 hours for the semester. A 3-credit course, 
for example, would include 2.5 hours of direct instruction and a minimum of 5 hours of independent 
learning per week for a combined minimum total of 7.5 hours per week or 112.5 hours per semester. See 
Assignment of Credit Hour Policy for more information. 
 
 
 
 
Class Schedule and Course Outline 
 
-----------PART I. HINDUISMS IN AMERICA: PAST AND PRESENT----------- 

 
1. Tue, 01/11/22 Hermeneutic Perspective(s) of This Course  

VIRTUAL SESSION Dr. Beldio, Lecture and Discussion 
a. Introduction to the Course 

• Syllabus 
b. “Removing the Masquerade of Objectivity & Objectifying My 

Subjectivity: Dr. Beldio’s Social Location as ‘Scholar-Practitioner’” 
• Professor’s Academic Training 
• Professor’s Spiritual Formation 
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2. Th, 01/13/22 Contextualizing Hinduism in America     (35 total pages, 
VIRTUAL SESSION Jeffery Long, YouTube video         12 min video) 

• “How I Came to Vedanta by Dr. Jeffery Long”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLeU557CGDw  

Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America 
• Prologue, “Prologue: A Personal Journey,” pp. xiii-xviii.  
• Introduction, “Introduction: A Convergence of Worlds,” pp. 1-24. 

Jeffery Long, in Theology Without Walls: The Transreligious Imperative, ed. Jerry  
L. Martin  

• Ch 2o, “Exploring the Concept of the avatar interreligiously,” pp. 227-233. 
(On Blackboard) 

 
3. Tue, 01/18/22 Contextualizing Hinduism in India     (35 total pages) 

a. Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America  
• Ch 1, “What is Hinduism? A Brief Overview,” pp. 25-60. 

Handout prompt for TAKE HOME EXAM ON “EARLY SACRED ART OF 
SOUTH ASIA”  

 
4. Th, 01/20/22 First Wave Hinduism in America     (56 total pages) 

Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America  
• Ch 2, “Hindu Reform and Western Fascination: The Nineteenth Century,” 

pp. 61-89.  
• Ch 3, “’Hinduism Invades America’: The Early Twentieth Century,” pp. 91-

119. 
 
5. Tue, 01/25/22 Second Wave Hinduism in America     (23 total pages) 

Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America 
• Ch 4, “The Rise of Counterculture: A New Wave of Western Fascination,” 

pp. 121-144.  
 

6. Th, 01/27/22 Hinduism Takes Root in America: Modern Hindu Temples  (66 total pages) 
a. Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America 

• Ch 5, “America: Land of Temples,” in, pp. 145-170. 
Reading prep  
for ethnography 
assignment:       b.   Diana Eck, Darśan: Seeing the Divine Image in India (on Blackboard) 

• Ch 3, “Image, Temple, and Pilgrimage,” pp. 59-75. 
• Afterward, “Seeing the Divine Image in America,” pp. 77-92. 

Handout prompt: “RELIGIOUS ETHNOGRAPHY OF A LOCAL HINDU  
SITE ASSIGNMENT” 

 
7. Tue, 02/01/22 Hinduism Takes Root in America: Non- Indian Hindus          (15 pages) 

Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America 
• Ch 6, “Non-Indian Practitioners, Yoga, Vegetarianism, and Religious 

Pluralism,” pp. 171-186. 
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8. Th, 02/03/22 “May the Śakti Be With You!”:  

Hinduism in American Pop Culture     (25 pages, 1 hour video) 
Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America 

• Ch 7, “Hindu and Indian Influence in American Popular Culture,” pp.187-
212 

• “The Yoga of Yoda by Dr. Jeffery D. Long,” (1:00:21) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0V5mp_yVe1E 

 
9. Tue, 02/08/22 Hindu Integration with American Society            (21 pages) 

Jeffery Long, Hinduism in America 
• Ch 8, “Identity and Engagement: Hinduism in America Finds its Voice,” pp. 

213-223. 
• Conclusion, pp. 225-236.  

 
10. Th, 02/10/22 Exam: “PART I: HINDUISMS IN AMERICA, PAST AND PRESENT” 
 

------------PART II. HINDUISMS IN INDIA: PAST AND PRESENT------------ 
 
11. Tue, 02/15/22 What Are the Meanings of “Hindu” & “Hinduisms”?             

(23 pages) 
Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices  

• Ch 1, “About ‘Hindu,’ Hinduism, and this Book,” pp. 1-23 
 
12. Th, 02/17/22  Part I. Guiding Voices (Scripture)              (40 

pages) 
Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 

• Ch 2, “The voice of scripture as Veda (I): performing the word,” in pp. 27-46. 
• Ch 3, “The voice of scripture as Veda (II): discerning the word,” in pp. 47-67. 

 
13. Tue, 02/22/22 Part I. Guiding Voices (Scripture & Tradition)           (38 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 4, “The voice of scripture as Veda and ‘Veda’,” in pp. 68-87. 
• Ch 5, “The voice of tradition: smṛti and its divisions (I),” in pp. 88-102. 

 
14. Th, 02/24/22 Part I. Guiding Voices (Tradition)             (57 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 6, “The voice of tradition: smṛti and its divisions (II),” in pp. 103-125. 
• Ch 7, “The voice of tradition: caste and its realities,” in pp. 126-160. 

 
15. Tue, 03/01/22 Part I. Guiding Voices (Tradition)             (36 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 8, “The voice of tradition: itihāsa and the sacred narrative,” in pp. 161-174. 
• Ch 9, “The voice of tradition: Folklore and the intellectual heritage,” in pp. 

175-197. 
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   Due on Blackboard: TAKE HOME EXAM ON “EARLY SACRED ART OF  
SOUTH ASIA”  

 
16. Th, 03/03/22 Reading the Bhagavad Gītā            (168 pages) 

a. Graham M. Schweig, Bhagavad Gita: The Beloved Lord’s Secret Love Song 
• “Introduction,” pp. 1-14. 
• Chapters 1-11, pp. 17-168.  

b. Suggested: Videos of two different interpretations of the Bhagavad Gītā: 
• “Inside the Bhagavad Gita with Graham M. Schweig,” A Vision of LOVE in 

the Gītā by a scholar-practitioner of ISKON, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM5fCI-clhQ.  

• “The Bhagavad Gita with Debashish Banerji,” A POSTHUMAN vision of the 
Gītā by a scholar-practitioner of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isVdmvODGv8&t=832s. 

 
17. Tue, 03/08/22 Reading the Bhagavad Gītā, cont.            (80 pages) 

Graham M. Schweig, Bhagavad Gita: The Beloved Lord’s Secret Love Song 
• Chapters 12-18, pp. 169-242. 
• “Textual Illuminations: The Supreme Secret,” pp. 272-278.  

 
18. Th, 03/10/22 Bhagavad Gītā, the US Civil War,               (Approx. 2 hours 

(Assigned  & Our Current Divided Nation              of video) 
materials TBD)   

a. “Ken Burns and Isabel Wilkerson: In Conversation” (1:23:01) 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_-CCB-Tzzw. 

b. “Unum” video resource by documentary filmmaker Ken Burns  
• Watch Ch 1, “Introduction,” & Ch 2, “Division” (8 short videos, 33:43 total) 

https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/unum/playlist/divided-nation. 
c. Suggested: Isabel Wilkerson, Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents  

• “TBD” (On Blackboard). 
OR 

Part I. Guiding Voices (Experience)             (27 pages) 
Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 

• Ch 10, “The voice of experience,” pp. 198-225.  
 

------------------------ SPRING BREAK, M-F, 03/14-18/22 ------------------------ 
 
19. Tue, 03/22/22 Part II. Reason and Morality              (43 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 11, “A story with a tale,” pp. 229-252. 
• Ch 12, “Morality and the Person: the belief in karma and rebirth,” pp. 253-272 

 
20. Th, 03/24/22 Dr. Medha Bhattacharyya, Guest Lecture          (TBD pages) 

Title TBD: Rabindranath Tagore and his early essays 
from Śāntiniketan (“Abode of Peace”) in Bengal 
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Due on Blackboard: GROUP PROJECT WIKI FOR ETHNOGRAPHY OF 
HINDU SITE  

 
21. Tue, 03/29/22 Religious Ethnography of a Local Hindu Site 

Due in Class: GROUP PRESENTATIONS OF HINDU SITE 
 
22. Th, 03/31/22 Religious Ethnography of a Local Hindu Site 

Due in Class: GROUP PRESENTATIONS OF HINDU SITE, continued  
 
23. Tue, 04/05/22 Part III. Images of Time              (27 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 13, “Reckoning time and ‘progress’,” pp. 275-302. 

 
24. Th, 04/07/22 Part III. Images of Space               (27 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 14, “The Sacred and it forms,” pp. 303-330. 

 
25. Tue, 04/12/22 Part III. Images of Eternity               (44 pages) 

Julius Lipner, Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices 
• Ch 15, “Ways, means, and ends,” pp. 331-370. 
• “Concluding Postscript,” 371-375. 

 
PART III. “POSTHUMAN” HINDUISMS OF THE FUTURE 

----------------INSPIRED BY ŚĀRĀDA DEVĪ & SRI RĀMAKṚṢṆA---------------- 
 
No Due Date  “Posthumanism” in Contemporary Philosophy   (11 short videos,  
(Helpful  philosophical Francesca Ferrando,      totaling 1:33:18 + 
background, Not Req.) “The Posthuman: A Crash Course”      voluntary quiz)       

• https://www.posthumans.org/course-the-posthuman.html  
 
26. Th, 04/14/22  Vedānta: Reoriented by the Śaktism (Goddess Worship)   (88 pages, opt. 

of Sri Rāmakṛṣṇa           31:20 min video) 
a. Pravrajika Vrajaprana, Vedanta: A Simple Introduction 

• Ch 1-9, pp. 1-88. (Entire book, easy read so start early and enjoy!). 
b. Suggested: Swami Medhanandaji (Ayon Maharaj) of the Ramakrishna 

Mission 
• “The Secret of the Divine Mother”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaXMQwM6870&t=264s 
 

27. Tu, 04/19/22 “The Integral Yoga of Sri Aurobindo & The Mother:  (TBD + approx. 
The New Supramental Creation, and The New Being” 31 pages, & 55:26 

video) 
a. Sri Aurobindo, Essays in Philosophy and Yoga 

•  “The Supramental Manifestation on Earth,” pp. 517-584 (Selections TBD) 
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(On Blackboard). 
b. Peter Heehs, World Religions and Spirituality Project 

• “The Integral Yoga (Sri Aurobindo)” 
https://wrldrels.org/2016/10/08/integral-yoga-aurobindo/.  

c. Patrick Beldio, World Religions and Spirituality Project 
• “The Mother” 

https://wrldrels.org/2018/10/13/the-mother-nee-mirra-blanche-rachel-
alfassa/. 

d. VIDEO: The Mother’s civic experiment of Auroville, Tamil Nadu, India 
• “City of the Dawn-Feature Length film” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hU40Ba4GXjE&list=PLIcX1TOmtxYK
wCgomErYtjo3iu040oLqT  

 
28. Th, 04/21/22 “Meher Baba and Breaking The Silence:     (24 pages, approx. 1 hour  
   The New Humanity & The New World Culture”           video & audio, plus 

    websites at your leisure) 
a. Meher Baba, Discourses  

• “The New Humanity,” pp. 17-25 (On Blackboard). 
b. Meher Baba, Listen Humanity  

• Part II, Ch 4, “The New World Culture,” pp. 142-145 (On Blackboard). 
c. Patrick Beldio, in Religion & Sustainability: Interreligious Resources, 

Interdisciplinary Responses  
• Ch 22, “Meher Baba’s Spirituality of Sustainability and Transformation,” pp. 

1-10 (On Blackboard). 
d. VIDEOS AND AUDIO: Meher Baba Universal Spiritual Centre, 

Byramangala, India 
• “Welcome to MBUSC,” 2-minute video about the Centre  
• “The Central Structure and the Twelve Houses Dedicated to the Oneness of 

All Faiths,” 4-minute video about the main architectural structures 
• ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT: “The Divine Theme Murals,” listen to an approx. 

45-minute audio while viewing the 16 mural panels. (Nota bene: you will hear the 
word “lakh” which is shortened from the Sanskrit, lakṣa, meaning “100,000,” so “84 
lakhs” = 8,400,000, for example).  

All three of the above are found at https://www.mbusc.org/mbusc-today. 
e. WEBSITES: American Art and Architecture in Honor of Meher Baba, 

Walnut Creek, California 
• Sanctuary and Gardens for Sufism Reoriented, 

https://www.pjar.com/sufism-reoriented 
https://www.aliatriphotography.com  

• The New Being sculpture for Sufism Reoriented (video, photos, and short 
description) 
https://www.reunionstudios.com/work#/thenewbeing/ 

 
29. Th, 04/28/22, Extra Credit due on Blackboard: TAKE HOME EXAM EXTRA CREDIT / ART 

(TBD)  PROJECT / BOOK REVIEW 
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30. M-Tu,  Final Exam: PARTS II & III: “HINDUISMS IN INDIA, PAST AND  
05/02-10/22  PRESENT” & “’POSTHUMAN’ HINDUISMS OF THE FUTURE” 
(TBD) 

 
University Policies  
Academic Integrity Code 

Academic integrity is an essential part of the educational process, and all members of the GW 
community take these matters very seriously. As the instructor of record for this course, my role is to 
provide clear expectations and uphold them in all assessments. Violations of academic integrity occur 
when students fail to cite research sources properly, engage in unauthorized collaboration, falsify data, 
and otherwise violate the Code of Academic Integrity. If you have any questions about whether or 
not particular academic practices or resources are permitted, you should ask me for clarification. If 
you are reported for an academic integrity violation, you should contact the Office of Student Rights 
and Responsibilities (SRR) to learn more about your rights and options in the process. Consequences 
can range from failure of assignment to expulsion from the university and may include a transcript 
notation. For more information, please refer to the SRR website 
(https://studentconduct.gwu.edu/academic-integrity), email rights@gwu.edu, or call 202-994-6757.  
 
University policy on observance of religious holidays 

Students must notify faculty during the first week of the semester in which they are enrolled 
in the course, or as early as possible, but no later than three weeks prior to the absence, of their 
intention to be absent from class on their day(s) of religious observance. If the holiday falls within the 
first three weeks of class, the student must inform faculty in the first week of the semester. For details 
and policy, see “Religious Holidays” at provost.gwu.edu/policies-procedures-and-guidelines. 
 
Use of Electronic Course Materials and Class Recordings 

Students are encouraged to use electronic course materials, including recorded class sessions, 
for private personal use in connection with their academic program of study. Electronic course 
materials and recorded class sessions should not be shared or used for non-course related purposes 
unless express permission has been granted by the instructor. Students who impermissibly share any 
electronic course materials are subject to discipline under the Student Code of Conduct. Please 
contact the instructor if you have questions regarding what constitutes permissible or impermissible 
use of electronic course materials and/or recorded class sessions. Please contact Disability Support 
Services at disabilitysupport.gwu.edu if you have questions or need assistance in accessing electronic 
course materials. 
 
Academic support 
Writing Center 

GW’s Writing Center cultivates confident writers in the University community by facilitating 
collaborative, critical, and inclusive conversations at all stages of the writing process. Working 
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alongside peer mentors, writers develop strategies to write independently in academic and public 
settings. Appointments can be booked online at gwu.mywconline.  
 
Academic Commons 

Academic Commons provides tutoring and other academic support resources to students in 
many courses. Students can schedule virtual one-on-one appointments or attend virtual drop-in 
sessions. Students may schedule an appointment, review the tutoring schedule, access other academic 
support resources, or obtain assistance at academiccommons.gwu.edu. 
 
Support for students outside the classroom 

Disability Support Services (DSS) 202-994-8250 
Any student who may need an accommodation based on the potential impact of a disability should 
contact Disability Support Services at disabilitysupport.gwu.edu to establish eligibility and to 
coordinate reasonable accommodations.. 
 
Counseling and Psychological Services 202-994-5300 

GW’s Colonial Health Center offers counseling and psychological services, supporting 
mental health and personal development by collaborating directly with students to overcome 
challenges and difficulties that may interfere with academic, emotional, and personal success. 
healthcenter.gwu.edu/counseling-and-psychological-services. 
 
Safety and Security 

• Monitor GW Alerts and Campus Advisories to Stay Informed before and during an 
emergency event or situation 

• In an emergency: call GWPD/EMeRG 202-994-6111 or 911 
• For situation-specific actions: refer to GW's Emergency Response Handbook and Emergency 

Operations Plan 
• In the event of an armed Intruder: Run. Hide. Fight.  

 


